
Learning Lab 

“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  
Ephesians 2:10. 

Philosophy 

OCS understands that every student is created to be an image bearer of God, uniquely individual, and with purpose. OCS 
welcomes students with special learning needs for inclusion in our regular academic program. “Special learning needs” is 
understood to mean conditions identified that impact a student’s ability to access and learn effectively from the regular 
classroom curriculum. These learning needs might include learning disabilities, attention deficit disorder (with or 
without hyperactivity) or disorders affecting sensory perception, processing or memory. Certain medical or emotional 
conditions may also impact learning, so these may constitute a learning need in some cases.  OCS students with a 
diagnosis of a special learning need are encouraged but not required to enroll in the OCS Learning Lab.  

Admission Standards 

OCS accepts students with a documented diagnosis of mild Learning Differences (LD) and Attention Deficit Disorders 
(ADD/ADHD), who meet all other admission criteria including passing the entrance exam, are on grade level, and who 
OCS believes can be successful in a college preparatory environment. Diagnosis by a licensed diagnostician and/or 
physician with complete documentation must be submitted to the Learning Lab instructor before admission into the 
Learning Lab support program and before any accommodations in the classroom may be implemented.  Diagnostic 
testing must be kept current (within 3 years) and on file at OCS. 

Students already involved with OCS, who begin experiencing difficulty in the classroom, may be referred for testing.  If a 
mild learning disability exists, appropriate educational support may be implemented and the student may be required to 
seek Learning Lab support in order to continue at OCS. In addition to Learning Lab support, students may need the 
services of a tutor, academic therapist, or other outside professional. Because OCS guidelines provide for assistance and 
support only for mild learning disabilities, students will still be required to meet OCS assignment expectations and 
graduation requirements.  

Learning Lab Services 

 Instructor will provide support to the faculty in order to meet student educational needs within the classroom. 

 Instructor will meet with parents of Learning Lab students as needed 

 Instructor will give individualized instruction and review as determined. 

 Instructor will pattern and teach organizational and study skills as needed. 

 Only students enrolled in the Learning Lab program are eligible to receive accommodations in the classroom 

 It is the appropriate OCS school personnel (Guidance Counselor and Learning Lab Instructor) who will make the 
final determination of what accommodations will be implemented in the classroom. The OCS required 
accommodations may or may not include all accommodations recommended by an outside diagnostician. 

 Accommodations are supports and services given to students to provide a fair opportunity for the student to 
access the general curriculum and succeed in learning. We do not modify curriculum for any students, meaning 
we do not change the objective being taught or the measure by which learning is assessed. 


