
 

 

2016-2017 Middle School Course Offerings  

 

Course Title: 6th Grade English  

Course Description: Sixth grade English uses a balanced literacy approach to study literature, writing, 

conventions of language, and speaking and listening skills through Reading and Writing Workshops.  This 

course strives to heighten the reading comprehension of the students through the study of and response to 

different literary genres using critical thinking.  Students improve and expand their vocabulary skills by learning 

Latin, Greek and other linguistic roots, analogies, and correct word usage in context.  The objective of the 

writing curriculum is to help students develop an understanding of imaginative stories, poetry writing, 

narrative writing, expository essays, literary responses, multimedia presentations, persuasive writing, and 

research writing.  Grammar and spelling are taught by example which allows students to develop the ability to 

correctly use parts of speech, punctuation, and capitalization.  Students listen and respond to the ideas of 

others while contributing their own ideas in conversations and in groups.  Using the principles in God’s Word, 

students read literature and communicate to others with discernment.  Clear student expectations and 

instructional outcomes using differentiated strategies and meaningful texts allow for students to achieve high 

levels of engagement and academic rigor. 

 

Course Title: 7th Grade English  

Course Description: Seventh grade English uses a balanced literacy approach to study literature, writing, 

conventions of language, and speaking and listening skills through Reading and Writing Workshops.   This 

course continues with the development of reading comprehension skills through the analysis and response to 

different literary genres using critical thinking. Students improve and expand their vocabulary skills by learning 

Latin, Greek and other linguistic roots, analogies, and correct word usage in context.  The objective of the 

writing curriculum is to help students develop an understanding of imaginative stories, poetry writing, 

narrative writing, expository essays, literary responses, opinion letters, multimedia presentations, persuasive 

writing, and research writing.  Grammar and spelling are taught by example which allows students to develop 

the ability to correctly use parts of speech, punctuation, and capitalization.   Students listen and respond to the 

ideas of others while contributing their own ideas in conversations and in groups.  Using the principles in God’s 

Word, students read literature and communicate to others with discernment. Clear student expectations and 

instructional outcomes using differentiated strategies and meaningful texts allow for students to achieve high 

levels of engagement and academic rigor. 

 

Course Title: 8th Grade English  

Course Description: Eighth grade English uses a balanced literacy approach to study literature, writing, 

conventions of language and speaking and listening skills through Reading and Writing Workshops.  This 

English program emphasizes critical reading skills through synthesis and evaluation of different literary genres. 

Students improve and expand their vocabulary skills by learning Latin, Greek and other linguistic roots, 



analogies, and correct word usage in context. The objective of the writing curriculum is to continue with the 

development of imaginative stories, poetry writing, expository essays, literary analysis responses, opinion 

letters, multimedia presentations, persuasive writing and research writing, as well as, demonstrate mastery of 

narrative writing.  Grammar and spelling are taught by example which allows students to develop the ability to 

correctly use parts of speech, punctuation, and capitalization.   Students listen and respond to the ideas of 

others while contributing their own ideas in conversations and in groups.  Using the principles in God’s Word, 

students read literature and communicate to others with discernment. Clear student expectations and 

instructional outcomes using differentiated strategies and meaningful texts allow for students to achieve high 

levels of engagement and academic rigor. 

 

Course Title: 6th Math  

Course Description: This course is designed to automate the skills of arithmetic while gently introducing more 

abstract concepts. Students build upon prior knowledge as they learn to reason and think critically. The 

objective of this course is to provide students with the skills necessary to be successful in Pre-Algebra and to 

apply mathematical skills to daily living. Biblical principles are introduced for topics covered. Students are 

taught that God is the Mastermind of mathematics. It will be demonstrated to students further that God is a 

God of order and as well as sovereign. Malachi 3:6, Jeremiah 31:35-36, Hebrews 13:8 

 

Course Title: 7th  Math  

Course Description: This course is designed to provide practice in the fundamentals of arithmetic, while basic 

abstractions of beginning algebra and geometry are introduced. This course has a heavy emphasis on 

reasoning problems dealing with algebra and geometry concepts. A unit on statistics, ration, proportion, and 

percent is also covered. The student will recognize the relationship between God’s principals and mathematics, 

through which the character of God is illustrated. God has perfect order. His precision is repeatedly set forth in 

our world, reflecting His unchangeable nature. Malachi 3:6, Jeremiah 31:35-36, Hebrews 13:8 

 

Course Title: 8th Math Pre-Algebra  

Course Description: This course teaches the fundamentals of math used for the more complex principles 

involved in algebra and geometry. Students will attempt mastery of the concepts of signed numbers, formulas, 

and equations. Students will also be introduced to algebraic symbolism, simplifying expressions, solving 

equations, and graphic representations. The course prepares students to continue with algebra and geometry 

in high school by providing the framework of algebraic thinking and deductive reasoning. In addition, students 

will recognize the relationship between God’s principles and mathematics, through which the character and 

nature of God is illustrated. Malachi 3:6, Jeremiah 31:35–36, Hebrews 13:8 

 

Course Title: General Science and Health (6th Grade)  

Course Description: This class proposes to study the classification of living things, the structure and function of 

cells, life processes, organisms and plants, reproduction, as well as Biblical creationism and the “theory” of 

evolutionism. General Science and Health also includes the exploration of space, matter and chemistry, in 



addition to the study of the endocrine, immune, and nervous systems. Social health issues, first aid for minor 

injuries, and the need to make good health choices as a matter of lifestyle are other areas of focus. 

Supplemental labs will be employed to reinforce and illustrate selected areas of study. 

 

Course Title: General Science (7th Grade) 

Course Description: The course is designed as a broad examination of the sciences. Major topics include the 

history of science, scientific inquiry, experimental design and analyses, Earth sciences, geology, paleontology, 

physical and life sciences, and human anatomy and physiology. Subjects are selectively supplemented and 

reinforced with exciting and engaging labs. Lab work deepens the students’ understanding by means of 

application and hands on experience. The course’s objective is to prepare students for upper-level science. 

 

Course Title: Physical Science (8th Grade) 

Course Description: The Physical Science course provides a detailed introduction to our physical environment 

and the basic laws that make it work. The broad scope of this course includes the Earth's atmosphere, 

hydrosphere, and lithosphere, as well as weather, motion, Newton's Laws, and gravity. Students will also learn 

about the solar system, stars, and galaxies, in addition to atomic structures, radiation, and nuclear reactions. 

The goal of the class is to discover the nature of the Creator by means of examining the structure, function, 

and design of His physical creation. Supplemental labs will be employed to reinforce and illustrate selected 

areas of study. 

 

Course Title: 6th Grade American History  

Course Description: This course presents the history and geography of North and South America from a 

Christian perspective (from the year 1000 to the present), including both the Native American and European 

heritage of the New World. Students will learn the individual states as well as the geographical features of the 

United States. The textbook used follows an organized, regional progression as it leads students on a tour of 

the western hemisphere. Students will also examine the components of a world atlas and will also acquaint 

themselves with physical and political maps. 

 

Course Title: 7th Grade Texas History  

Course Description: This class will cover Texas History from early Native American societies through the era of 

European mission building and colonization, Mexican Texas, the Texas Revolution, the Republic of Texas, Texas 

statehood, the Civil War, Reconstruction, and the late 19th and 20th centuries. Students will learn about the 

people, events, and issues that shaped each historic era. Students will also learn about the geography of Texas, 

its impact on history, and the Texan way of life. Students will also examine the structure and levels of Texas 

government. 

 

 



Course Title: 8th Grade History  

Course Description: This course of study will cover United States History from colonization through the era of 

reconstruction. This study will delve into four major areas: political, economic, religious, and social. 

Connections will be made between each area, comparisons and contrasts drawn, and assessments made and 

conclusions drawn as to how each area contributed fundamentally to our nation as it now exists. Students will 

see throughout how the providence of God prevailed through people of faith in particular and through a 

nation as a whole. 

 

Course Title: 6th Grade Bible (Old Testament Survey) – 1 semester Course 

Description: Old Testament Survey is a one semester course and is thus intended to be an overview of the Old 

Testament rather than a comprehensive examination of the thirty nine books which comprise the OT canon. As 

a result, met narrative concerns will occupy the students’ attention, placing those concerns within the context 

of God’s redemptive purposes as expressed historically by individually inspired authors. Thus dates, places, and 

names, while an important part of this course, will ultimately give way to an explication of God’s plans and 

purposes, which transcend the locality of time and place, making the Old Testament a compilation of books 

which are meant for all people in all times and places. 

 

Course Title: 7th Grade Bible (New Testament Survey) – 1 semester  

Course Description: New Testament Survey is a one semester course and is thus intended to be an overview of 

the New Testament rather than a comprehensive examination of the twenty seven books which comprise the 

NT canon. As a result, met a narrative concerns will occupy the students’ attention, placing those concerns 

within the context of God’s redemptive purposes as fulfilled in Jesus Christ and as expressed historically by 

individually inspired first century authors. Thus dates, places, and names, while an important part of this 

course, will ultimately give way to an explication of God’s plans and purposes, which transcend the locality of 

time and place, making the New Testament a compilation of books which are meant for all people in all times 

and places. 

 

Course Title: 8th Grade Bible Interpretation (1 semester)  

Course Description: This course explains and demonstrates the importance of reading the Bible correctly. 

Whether reading it for edification or teaching its principles to others, a correct understanding of its pages 

depends upon careful study and upon having the proper tools of interpretation. This course, therefore, aims to 

supply students the principles and methods of biblical interpretation, along with providing them the 

instruction and training they need to develop their skills in teaching the Bible to others. 

 

Course Title: Middle School Spanish (6th – 8th) 

Course Description: This course of study will introduce Spanish at the basic to intermediate levels. At its 

conclusion, middle school students will be prepared for high school Spanish, which now includes Spanish I, II, 

and III. MS Spanish aims to equip students with the principles and methods which are necessary to speak a 

new language, to communicate with native speakers, and to read and write. The class will utilize different 



media resources such as videos, apps, projects, music and conversation, all within an environment that is 

engaging, interactive, and fun. 

 

Course Title: Middle School Art (6th – 8th) 

Course Description: Middle School Art is organized around the following four basic strands to provide broad, 

unifying structures for organizing the knowledge and skill students are expected to acquire: 

1. observation and perception; 

2. creative expression; 

3. historical and cultural relevance; and 

4. critical evaluation and response. 

 

Students rely on personal observations and perceptions, which are developed through increasing visual 

literacy and sensitivity to surroundings, communities, memories, imaginings, and life experiences, as sources 

for thinking about, planning, and creating original artworks. Students communicate their thoughts and ideas 

with innovation and creativity. Through art, students challenge their imaginations, foster critical thinking, 

collaborate with others, and build reflective skills. While exercising meaningful problem-solving skills, students 

develop the lifelong ability to make informed judgments. [Description based upon Texas Essential Knowledge 

and Skills, Chapter 117.202-204.] 

 

Course Title: Middle School Choir (6th – 8th) 

Course Description: Choir members will demonstrate comprehensive musicianship in the choral rehearsal 

through the study of voice. The students will gain an appreciation for music by developing proper singing 

technique, learning to sight sing musical notation, studying music history, and synthesizing these concepts 

through the performance of varying styles of choral music. 

 

Course Title: Middle School Theatre (6th – 8th) 

 

Course Description: Students should examine theatre as a part of daily life, as a way of enhancing ongoing 

educational theatre experiences. This year’s curriculum will encourage each student to develop confidence and 

poise through various group, individual, and performance activities. The focus of the course will be on 

improvised acting as well as memorized text. This course combines a wide variety of activities which promote 

growth in the following areas: listening skills, critical thinking abilities, research techniques, and performance 

and delivery skills. Students will also explore writing and directing.  

 
 
Course Title: Middle School Technology (6th – 8th) 

Course Description: Technology class includes basic computer literacy, terminology, internet use as it relates 
to Typing/Keyboarding, and Google Applications such as Gmail, Docs, Sheets, Slides, Sites and more. The 
second semester will focus in CTE (Career/Technical Education) where the student will explore many careers as 



it relates to the world of technology. The objective of the course is to provide a balanced focus on the 
comprehension, proper application, and practical use of technology throughout all the phases of instruction. 

 

Course Title: Physical Education (6th – 8th) 

Course Description: Students in Middle School P.E. will be able to show improvement in conditioning and 

athleticism. Students are given opportunities to participate on athletic teams and regular physical education 

classes. We will focus on building core strength and athleticism. 

 

 

 


